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We Have Made Religion A Circus
The religious mind has nothing whatsoever to do with belief in God; it
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has no theory, philosophy, or conclusion, because it has no fear, and
therefore no need for belief.
Beyond Violence, Ch. 10

Throughout theological history we have been assured by religious
leaders that if we perform certain rituals, repeat certain prayers, or
mantras, conform to certain patterns, suppress our desires, control our
thoughts, sublimate our passions, limit our appetites, and refrain from
sexual indulgence, we shall, after su!cient torture of the mind and
body, find something beyond this little life. And that is what millions of
so-called religious people have done through the ages, either in
isolation, going o" into the desert, or into the mountains, or a cave, or
wandering from village to village with a begging bowl, or, in a group,
joining a monastery, forcing their minds to conform to an established
pattern. But a tortured mind, a broken mind, a mind which wants to
escape from all turmoil, which has denied the outer world, and been
made dull through discipline, and conformity – such a mind, however
long it seeks, will find only according to its own distortion.
Freedom from the Known, Ch. 1

Think of a doctor who is a nose and throat specialist, who has practised
for fifty years. What is his heaven? His heaven is nose and throat,
obviously!
On Right Livelihood

Religion, in the accepted sense of that word, has now become a matter
of propaganda, of vested interest, with much property, with a great
hierarchical, bureaucratic system of ‘spirituality’. Religion has become a
matter of dogma, belief and ritual – something which is totally divorced
from daily living. You may, or you may not, believe in God; but that
belief has very little meaning in daily life, where you cheat, where you
destroy, are ambitious, greedy, jealous, violent. You believe in God, or
in a saviour, or in some guru, yet keep that far away so that it does not
actually touch your daily life.
Religion, as it is now, has become an extraordinary phenomenon which
has no validity at all. Religions throughout the world, now, are utterly
meaningless. We want to be entertained spiritually, and so we go to the
church, or the temple, or the mosque, and that has nothing whatsoever
to do with our daily sorrow, confusion, and hatred. A man who is really
serious, who really wants to find out if there is something more than
this terrible thing called existence, must obviously be completely free
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from dogma, from belief, from propaganda; he must be free from the
structure in which he has been brought up to be a ‘religious man’.
Beyond Violence, Ch. 4

Your organised religion is mere copy – following authority, tradition,
and fear, merely following the example, the ideal. Religion has become
routine, religion has become the vain repetition of rituals, practising of
disciplines, the imposition of beliefs, which merely breed habit and
imitation. When the mind and heart are caught in copying, they wither.
The heart and mind must be swift, capable of deep penetration and
understanding, but when they are made into a record playing machine,
they cease to be.
The Collected Works, Vol. 4

A great many people listen to all kinds of yogis and teachers who tell
them what to do, giving them some slogan, some mantra, some word
that will give them extraordinary experiences – you know what the
speaker is talking about. There is the idea of sexual control in order to
have more energy to find God, and all the religious implications of it.
Think of all those poor saints and monks, what tortures they go
through to find God! And God – if there is such a thing – does not want
a tortured mind, a mind that is torn apart, distorted, or that has
become dull and lives in stupefaction.
Beyond Violence, Ch. 10

The division between the religious life and the world is the very essence
of worldliness. The minds of all these people – monks, saints, reformers
– are not very di"erent from the minds of those who are only concerned
with the things that give pleasure.
The Urgency of Change, Ch. 7

I have inquired into the whole field of existence, so that I am not
deceived. The mind is very clear about all this, not as a conclusion, not
as an idea, but actually. Then it moves into the field where man has
inquired and been caught in various forms of illusions; substituting
images and making the images sacred, worshipping symbols and
forgetting the reality, building around the symbols, the images, great
and marvellous cathedrals, temples, and mosques. I see all that – the
cropping up of innumerable gurus with their systems, with their craving
for power, money, and the degradation of their activities. I see all that.
So the mind is not going to be caught in any of this.
Saanen Dialogues 1973
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The only concern of religion is the total transformation of man. And all
the circus that goes on around it is nonsense. That’s why truth is not to
be found in any temple, church, or mosque, however beautiful they are.
Beauty of truth, and the beauty of stone, are two di"erent things. One
opens the door to the immeasurable, and the other to the
imprisonment of man; the one to freedom, and the other to the
bondage of thought.
Krishnamurti’s Journal, 27 September 1973

The religious mind is something entirely di"erent from the mind that
believes in religion.
Freedom from the Known, Ch. 16

The religious mind does not belong to any group, any sect, any belief,
any church, any organised circus; therefore it is capable of looking at
things directly, and understanding things immediately. Such is the
religious mind, because it is a light to itself.
Beyond Violence, Ch. 10

Then what is religion? It is the investigation, with all one’s attention,
with the summation of all one’s energy, to find that which is sacred, to
come upon that which is holy.
The Transformation of Man, Part 2, Ch. 1

Religion is the cessation of the ‘me’.
This Light in Oneself, Ch.12

The image and quotations above are sourced from an exhibition, entitled, "A World
in Crisis", which has been put together by the Krishnamurti Foundation India in order
to share with others Krishnamurti's insights into the nature of the crisis. Over the
coming months each KANZ newsletter will present one of the panels from this
exhibition.
Our thanks to Krishnamurti Foundation Trust (England), Krishnamurti Foundation of
America, and to the many professional and amateur photographers for the use of
their work in this humanitarian venture

An Interview With Michael Krohnen
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Warren Snow, who lives near Kaitaia, visited the Krishnamurti Centre in
Ojai, California, a year ago, and met with, and interviewed, Michael
Krohnen.
Michael Krohnen first read a book about Krishnamurti in 1966. The
quotes in the book ‘electrifed’ him and he decided to seek out
Krishnamurti, first meeting him in India in January 1971. Michael
eventually became Krishnamurti’s cook, and in 1997 published a book
about his experinces, The Kitchen Chronicles: 1001 Lunches with
Krishnamurti.
Read the interview transcript here.

Krishnamurti Foundation of America
Bi-Annual Newsletter
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The Krishnamurti Foundation of America Foundation publishes biannual newsletter that showcases the many facets of the work of the
KFA.
You can view the full digital version here.
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Krishnamurti Podcasts

Commentaries on Living read by Terence Stamp (Part 2)
Commentaries on Living is one of Krishnamurti’s most well-known and
best loved books. In it, he recalls many of the private conversations
with those who came to see him. With encouragement from Aldous
Huxley these meetings were written down by Krishnamurti and
published in 1956.
Terence Stamp is an Oscar-nominated actor. It was through working
with Fellini that he met and became friends with Krishnamurti, who, in
Stamp’s words, ‘used his presence to pause my thinking.’ Thanks to the
Karina Library in Ojai, California for these recordings.
Chapters included in this episode are Continuity, Awareness,
https://us11.admin.mailchimp.com/campaigns/preview-content-html?id=2715409
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Loneliness, and Silence.
Listen
NOTE: For Microsoft Windows computers download iTunes for
Windows here to listen to the podcast

Virtual Krishnamurti Study Centre

The current Covid-19 pandemic means that we are spending more time
at home. 
The Krishnamurti Foundation Trust has recently compiled a directory
containing information about, and direct links to, all the audio and
video recordings of J. Krishnamurti currently on YouTube, (as of January
2020).
Which means you can have access to your own Krishnamurti Study
Centre no matter where you are.
The directory has has two sections: 
1. Full Recordings - which includes complete talks and discussions
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2. Extracts - which includes all the Questions & Answers from 1979

to 1985 as separate video clips, plus other selected extracts.
You can use the directory on a computer, tablet or phone and do a
word search to get information about recordings on a topic of your
choice.
For phones and tablets please download a PDF reader app which allows
word search, such as Adobe Acrobat Reader.
You can also go directly to a section such as Public Meetings USA, or
‘Freedom’ in Extracts, by clicking on it in the Table of Contents. To go
directly to the recordings on YouTube just click on the hyperlink
provided.
This new directory enables anyone with a computer, tablet, or phone to
create their own study programme of Krishnamurti's teachings no
matter where they are.
The directory can be downloaded here

Krishnamurti on Meditation
A review from the Krishnamurti Postal Lending
Library
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Krishnamurti spoke at length on the topic of Meditation. It was a topic
generally he went into towards the end of each series of talks that he
gave, no matter in which part of the world he was speaking. This is
reflected in the large number of books and booklets that have been
published, and that can also be found in the Krishnamurti Postal
Lending Library.
The meaning K gave to the term "Meditation" is di"erent to the meaning
commonly given to the term. This can be explored in the booklet called
“Mind in Meditation”, which was a talk given in Bangalore on
31st January 1971.
Other books on Meditation can be found in the Krishnamurti Postal
Lending Library:
http://www.krishnamurti-nz.org/library
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To contact the Library, email:
Krishnamurtinzwebsite@gmail.com
For a complete list of books available in the Krishnamurti Postal
Lending library, see:
http://www.krishnamurti-nz.org/library/books
There is no charge for borrowing.

Online Dialogue Meetings

The current Covid-19 situation is making it di!cult for people to meet
for regular dialogue meetings to explore Krishnamurti's teachings.
Prior to this there were several regular meetings being held in both New
Zealand and Australia.
Online meetings, using the Zoom app, have now been organised in both
countries.
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The process is that if you are interested you make contact with the
organiser and they will send you an invitation to the next meeting with
a link for that meeting.
On the day and time of the meeting you click on the link and that joins
you with the meeting.
You can use your desk top or portable computer, tablet, or mobile
phone to join in. (It works best using your computer as the screen is
larger).
The Australian meetings have been operating for a few weeks and have
attracted people from a number of countries - Australia, New Zealand,
England, Ireland, France, and Denmark.
The New Zealand meetings are newer and have involved people from
New Zealand but again may attract people from other countries too.
If you would like to participate in an online dialogue meeting please
contact,
New Zealand - Clive Elwell, clive.elwell@gmail.com
Meetings Friday 7:30pm (New Zealand Time)

Australia - Leon Horsnell, leonh@pcug.org.au
Meetings Wednesday 6:30pm / Saturday 1:30pm (Sydney Time)

Showings of Krishnamurti
videos and group dialogues:
CHRISTCHURCH
- monthly: contact Pauline Matsis 03 312
1470 / paulinematsis@gmail.com
- monthly: contact Kyoko Giebel 03 329 4789
/ aakaasha@glenrowan.nz
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PALMERSTON NORTH
- contact Nadya Kaplyukova /

Postal lending library of
books, dvd's, and cd's -

mua_mail@yahoo.com

www.krishnamurti-nz.org/library

HAMILTON
- contact: Clive Elwell 022 085 7184 /
clive.elwell@gmail.com

AUCKLAND
- the last Sunday of every month: contact
Krishna Umaria 09 488 7482 /
krishna.umaria@gmail.com
- every second Monday of the month: contact
Rohit Grover / rohit@mailbox.org or Eleni
Charalampous / eleni.a.xar@gmail.com

Krishnamurti Association in New Zealand
www.kanz.org.nz
e-mail: kanzadmin@gmail.com
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